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The geography of the European comic strip rises to some impressive heights – 
among them Derib, Cosey and Zep – and not everyone realizes that these authors 
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reestablishes a few geographical truths and showcases the talents of today’s creators 
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The Swiss comic strip in Brussels 
An exhibition by the Belgian Comic Strip Center 

 
 

Curator : JC De la Royère 
Scenography : Jean Serneels 

Texts: JC De la Royère 
Translations: Bureau Philotrans 

Corrections : Tine Anthoni and Marie-Aude Piavaux 
Management of original artwork : Nathalie Geirnaert and Dimitri Bogaert 

Graphic design : Pierre Saysouk 
Photogravure : Sadocolor 

Framing: AP Frame, Marie Van Eetvelde 
Production: Jean Serneels and the team of the Belgian Comicscenter 

Communication: Valérie Constant and Willem De Graeve 
 
 
The Belgian Comic Strip Center wishes to thank Cuno Affolter, Siro Beltrametti, Anne 
Broodcoorens, Jean-Claude Camano, Armelle Casier, S.E. Bénédict de Cerjat, Valérie 
Constant, Olivier Dossogne, Sophie Dumont, Philippe Duvanel, Ursina Eggenschwiler, 
Elise Harou, Ariel Herbez, Eva Hoff, Martine Janssen, Roland Margueron, Blandine 
Masuy, André Querton, Greg Shaw, Tom Tirabosco, Jocelyne and all those who have 
contributed to the success of this exhibition. 
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THE SWISS COMIC STRIP IN BRUSSELS 

The geography of the European comic strip rises to some impressive heights, and 
people are not always aware that some of these top authors are not in fact Belgian, 
but Swiss. From over a hundred comic strip authors listed as residing in the land of 
William Tell, BCSC has chosen to exhibit the works of those who maintain special ties 
with Belgium through the intermediary of either their publisher or their scenario 
writer.  
 
This is the case with the nineteen Swiss creators you will discover as you wander 
round this exhibition. Among them, some celebrities – Derib, Cosey, Ceppi, Zep, 
Marini – but also some renowned modern-day comic strip authors such as Tirabosco, 
Frederik Peeters, Wazem, Bertschy, Buche, Valp, Dubois, Mara or Léonie Bischoff; 
two trail-blazers (Aloys and Véronik), two avant-garde Brussels residents (Goerg and 
Matthey) and one unclassifiable (Mix & Remix). Through the quality and diversity of 
their works, these authors demonstrate the vitality of the Ninth Art in the Swiss 
Confederation. 
 
Whether in the French or the German language, the Swiss comic strip does not rely 
on regional identity: its heroes are recruited among the international adventurers, 
the Native Americans or the adolescents anywhere in the world. And if we are not 
careful, Switzerland could soon become the next Mecca for comic strip fans. 
 
 
JC De la Royère, Belgian Comic Strip Center. 
 

 

 

    

 



 

 
 
 



DERIB 
 
Born in 1944 in La Tour-de-Peilz, in the canton of Vaud, 
Claude de Ribeaupierre can be regarded aspioneer of 
the modern era of the Swiss comic strip. A disciple of 
Jijé, he began working for Peyo on the Smurfs in 1964. 
In the magazine SPIROU he then created Arnaud de 
Casteloup in the style of Jijé, and the dog Attila in the 
style of Peyo. He was fascinated by the world of the 
Native Americans, and was to devote himself to this 
subject from 1973 with Yakari (Casterman), followed by 
Buddy Longway, Celui qui est né deux fois and Red 
Road, three series published by Le Lombard. In Red 
Road, Derib tells of the everyday lives and problems of 
the Indians living in the reserves today. More recently, 
in 2012, Derib published Tu seras reine (Le Lombard), 
an album dedicated to the Herens cow, that jewel of 
Valais heritage. 
 

 

 

COSEY 
 
Born in Lausanne in 1950, Bernard Cosendai won third 
prize in a competition to draw covers for the magazine 
SPIROU in 1969. He then became an apprentice to 
Derib, colouring Go West and Yakari. In 1971 he 
published three adventures of Monfreid et Tilbury to 
scenarios by André-Paul Duchâteau in LE SOIR 
JEUNESSE. It was in 1975 that he began writing for 
TINTIN the adventures of Jonathan, a series of Tibetan 
adventures of a young adventurer very like himself. In 
1982, the album "Kate" won him the Alfred for best 
album at the Angoulême Festival. The following year he 
began À la recherche de Peter Pan, still for Le Lombard, 
a diptych set in Switzerland which met with great 
success in the bookshops. He then wrote a series of 
remarkable albums for the Aire Libre collection 
published by Dupuis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VÉRONIK 
 
Born in St-Maurice, Valais, Véronique Frossard is a self-
taught author who has devoted herself to the comic 
strip genre since the age of 20. She became known 
through her participation in the Swiss Brothers collective 
works published by Rolf Kesselring in 1978 and 1979 and 
then began a collaboration with the science-fiction 
writer Jean-Pierre Andrevon, with whom she produced 
two albums published by Jacques Glénat: "Matricule 
45000" (1982) and "Neurones Trafic" (1985). A militant 
feminist, in 1987 she published with Belgian scenario 
writer Jan Bucquoy the work "Lou Strass", a provocative 
and very sexually explicit comedy presented as "the first 
anti-AIDS comic strip". After 1993, she abandoned the 
comic strip to concentrate on her painting and has had 
many personal and shared exhibitions. Her works can be 
found in public and private collections in Switzerland, 
Europe, Australia and USA. 
 

 
 
 

ALOYS 
 
Born in Bern in 1953, Yves Robellaz gained early 
experience in Poussin’s magazine (LE GONOCOQUE) and 
Ab'Aigre’s one (SWING) while still a student of literature 
before becoming known in LIBÉRATION. His two slightly 
barmy heroines Quickette et Flupkette first appeared in 
the Swiss monthly magazine TOUT VA BIEN before later 
featuring in several short stories published by CHARLIE 
MENSUEL (one album published by Edition Moderne in 
1982). In 1985, Brussels publisher Magic Strip published 
an album "La Peau des rêves" in the Atomium 
collection. Subsequently Aloys went on to produce 
many posters, brochures, political propaganda, cartoon 
films, postage stamps, frescoes, signs, designer 
furniture etc. A prestigious exhibition was devoted to 
him at Modernism in San Francisco in 1991. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CEPPI 
 
Born in Geneva in 1951, Daniel Ceppi self-published his 
first album at the age of 26. "Le Guêpier" is the first of 
thirteen adventures of the globe-trotter Stéphane 
Clément published successively by Humanoïdes 
Associés (in MÉTAL HURLANT), Casterman (in À SUIVRE 
from 1981 to 1985), again by Humanoïdes Associés 
when it became a Swiss company, and finally by Le 
Lombard in 2010. In the meantime Humanoïdes 
Associés also published the thriller Corps diplomatique 
in two volumes while Le Lombard took up CH 
Confidentiel, a series of police investigations 
conducted in Switzerland and Europe with the theme 
of white collar crime. 
 

 

 

 
ZEP 

 
Philippe Chappuis was born in 1967 in Onex, a suburb 
of Geneva. While still just a boy he created his fanzine 
ZEP in homage to the rock group Led Zeppelin. At the 
age of 19 he published the complete story "Au bout du 
monde" in the Magazine SPIROU. He then created the 
character Victor for the women’s press in Switzerland, 
before being published in SPIROU between 1988 and 
1991. It was in 1992 that Zep first drew the character 
Titeuf in a sketchbook he kept for jotting down 
childhood memories. The first strip was published in a 
fanzine and spotted by Glénat, which published a first 
black-and-white album in small numbers. And it was a 
success story: translated into over twenty languages, 
Titeuf became the publishing phenomenon that we 
know today. This did not stop Zep from continuing his 
collaboration with SPIROU, publishing "Les Filles 
électriques" in 1997, "Les Chats se cachent pour 
mourir" (to a scenario by Yann) the following year and 
then "L’enfer des concerts" in 1999. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BUCHE 

 
Born in Geneva in 1965, Éric Buchschacher gained 
early experience working on various fanzines before 
beginning his military service, during which he worked 
on his first album "Carapaces", published by L’Essai 
Publishers. He then produced two Hélène Cartier 
fantasy albums before trying his hand at the realist 
comic strip with three Vincent Muraz investigations 
published by Dargaud. In 1998 he was recruited by Zep 
to help with the magazine TCHÔ ! where he created 

the character Franky Snow, a zany post-adolescent snow sports enthusiast who loves showing off. 
The albums appeared in the Tchô ! collection published by Glénat and were so successful that they 
led to all sorts of spin-off products for adolescents. In May 2013, Buche published "La Suisse des 
origines" in a special edition of SPIROU dedicated to Switzerland. 
 

 

VALP 

 
Born in Geneva in 1979, Valentine Pasche dreamed up 
her first comic strip while a student at the School of 
Decorative Arts. Her series Lock, inspired by the 
fantasy stories and narrative techniques of video 
games, was published by Paquet Publishers between 
2001 and 2007. In 2009 she began publishing the 
adventures of Ashrel (Delcourt), a little boy with a pale 
face who has the power to waken the dead. The first 
volume was awarded the Töpffer prize by the City of 
Geneva. Her blog reveals that she is working 
concurrently on a project set in Victorian times and a 
series entitled "Les Fantômes de Neptune". Valp also 
contributed the short tale "Une journée en Suisse" to 
the special Swiss edition of SPIROU.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOERG 

 
Born in Geneva in 1975, Sacha Goerg emigrated to 
Brussels in the mid-1990s. In 1999 he helped to set up 
L’employé du Moi, an independent publishing house 
specialising initially in collective projects and later, in 
individual productions. He contributed to most of the 
collective works and also published his own albums 
"Bouture" in 2003, "Rubiah" in 2005 and "Stunt" in 2012. 
At the same time he published "La Fille de l’eau" with 
Dargaud, an album awarded the Töpffer prize by the City 
of Geneva. Since 2011 he has also been involved in the 
online serial "Les Autres gens " created by Thomas 
Cadène to which a whole generation of artist-bloggers 
contribute. Collections of these stories are published at a 
steady rate by Dupuis. 

 
 
 
MATTHEY 

 
Born in Geneva in 1979, Pascal Matthey has lived in 
Brussels since 1998. He published three albums with 
L’employé du Moi Publisher: "Le Verre de lait" (2004), 
"Pascal est enfoncé" (2007) and "Du shimmy dans la 
vision" (2011). A founder member of the micropublishers 
Habeas Corpus, he wrote for it "Spouk the Dog" from 
2001, "Soap Comics" from 2006 to 2009 and "We All Go 
Down" from 2009. In 2013 he published through La 
Cinquième Couche Publishers the album "978", a series 
of decoupages and collages made up from catalogues, 
posters and advertising matter printed by comic strip 
publishers. Pascal Matthey is also a musician (violin and 
sound machine) with the groups Carl & les Hommes 
Boîtes and O’tanzz Aairbus. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TIRABOSCO 

 
Born in Rome in 1966, Tom Tirabosco has lived in 
Geneva since 1970. Following his studies at the School 
of Visual Arts in Geneva and the Venice Academy of 
Fine Arts he published a number of press drawings in 
LIBÉRATION, LES INROCKUPTIBLES and LA TRIBUNE DE 
GENÈVE. In 1997 he won the Töpffer prize for 
"L’Émissaire", his first comic strip album published by 
Atrabile. In 2000, Les Humanoïdes Associés published 
his work "Week-end avec préméditation" with a 
scenario by Wazem. Casterman then published "L’Œil 
de la forêt" in 2003, the adventures of Léo et Léa from 
2004 to 2007 and "Monroe" in 2005, also to a scenario 
by Wazem. "Kongo", published last year by 
Futuropolis, evokes Belgium’s vast colony in Central 
Africa. 

 
 

 
 
 

PEETERS 

 
Born in Geneva in 1974, Frederik Peeters collaborated 
on the monthly publication SAUVE QUI PEUT in 1992 
while pursuing his studies in visual communications. 
Five years later, Atrabile published his first album 
"Fromage et Confiture". In 2001 the same publisher 
brought out his "Les Pilules bleues", a poignant 
autobiographical tale which won him the Töpffer prize 
from the City of Geneva. In 2003 he began working 
simultaneously on "Lupus", a science-fiction series 
published by Atrabile and the fantasy series "Koma" to 
scenarios by Pierre Wazem, published by Les 
Humanoïdes Associés. In 2007 he tried his hand at the 
detective genre with "R.G. ", published in the Bayou 
collection by Gallimard. In 2011 the same publisher 
began publication of "Aâma", a futuristic series which 
won Frederik Peeters his third award at the 
Angoulême Festival.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



WAZEM 

 
Born in Geneva in 1970, Pierre Wasem studied at the 
School of Decorative Arts in his hometown before 
publishing his first drawings in the monthly magazine 
SAUVE QUI PEUT in 1992. His first album, "Livre Vert 
Vietnam", was published by the bookshop Papiers Gras 
in 1997. The following year he began contributing to the 
Tohu-Bohu collection at Les Humanoïdes Associés with 
"Le Chant des Pavots" followed by "Bretagne", a tale 
featuring a pilot officer in the French Free Forces in 
Africa. The album was awarded the Töpffer prize by the 
City of Geneva and his style, similar to that of Hugo 
Pratt, led to his being appointed to write a "Scorpions 
du désert" album for Casterman. As a scenario writer, 
Wazem produced three albums with Tom Tirabosco and 
the series "Koma" with Frederik Peeters (five volumes 
published). 
 
 

 
 

 

DUBOIS 

 
Christophe Dubois was born in 1969 in La-Chaux-de-
Fonds, in the canton of Neuchatel. A comic strip fanatic, 
he nevertheless chose to study Applied Arts and began 
work as a graphic artist with an agency while leading a 
parallel career as a musician. It was only in 2006 that he 
returned to the comic strip, starting work on "Le Cycle 
d’Ostruce" with the scenario writer Nicolas Pona for the 
publisher Le Lombard: this heroic fantasy series in four 
volumes was published as a complete works in 2011. His 
second series, "La Ballade de Magdalena", was offered 
up to the public as a participative project through My 
Major Company. Hugely popular on internet with 
crowdfunders, the diptych, which may well spawn a 
further series, was published by Le Lombard in 2012 and 
2014.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MARA 

 
Margaux Kindhauser was born in Geneva in 1983. Self-
taught, she was influenced by the graphic art of the 
Walt Disney studios. In 2004, she decided to abandon 
her studies and begin a project which she presented to 
various publishers. Akileos Publishers finally took up 
the project and the first volume of "Clues" - a long time 
in the making - was published in June 2008. The 
atmospheric series is set in Victorian England. 
Concurrently with "Clues", which now runs to three 
volumes, Mara wrote a blog and worked on various 
joint projects such as the album "Vivre libre ou mourir" 
in 2011, a compilation of resistance stories published 
by Le Lombard to which she contributed the realist 
story "Vers l’insurrection". 
 
 
 

 
 

MARINI 

 
Born in 1969 in Liestal, in the canton of Bâle-
Campagne, Enrico Marini studied graphic arts at the 
School of Fine Arts in Bâle. His career took off in 1987 
when he was spotted at the Sierre Festival by Thierry 
Smolderen, who entrusted him with the scenarios for 
two "Dossiers d’Olivier Varèse" albums published by 
Alpen Publisher in 1992. The following year the same 
pair began the series "Gipsy" which was to run to six 
volumes. At the same time Marini was also working on 
a Western: "L’Étoile du désert", a diptych with a 
scenario by Stephen Desberg published by Dargaud in 
1996. With Jean Dufaux he produced four albums in 
the series "Rapaces" from 1998 to 2003, while Desberg 
wrote a number of "Scorpion" adventures for him 
which were published in ten albums between 2000 and 
2012. Meanwhile Enrico Marini began work alone on 
"Les Aigles de Rome", the fourth volume of which 
came out in November 2013.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BERTSCHY 

 
Christophe Bertschy was born in 1970 in Pompaples, 
Vaud canton. After a four-year apprenticeship in 
Lausanne he worked as a graphic artist for Philip 
Morris before directing his efforts towards the comic 
strip. In 2000, employing a synthetic graphic style 
created entirely by computer, Bertschy began writing 
the tales of Smax published by Glénat in its "Tchô !" 
collection for adolescents. The following year he 
created Nelson, a facetious little orange imp who 
appeared in the French daily publication LE MATIN. 
When he approached Dupuis in 2003 to discuss the 
possibility of producing albums the publisher decided 
to prepublish Nelson in SPIROU, where the character 
became a firm favourite. Designed as a stop-comic 
with an international vocation, Nelson spends all his 
time bugging Julie, an attractive unmarried office 
assistant, her dog Floyd and her clumsy colleague 
Hubert. 
 

 

MIX & REMIX 
 
Born in Saint-Maurice, Valais, in 1958, Philippe Becquelin studied at the Sion School of Fine Arts 
before obtaining his diploma in painting from the Cantonal Art College in Lausanne. Abandoning 
painting, he turned his efforts towards satirical drawing while holding down various jobs including 
that of lookout at the top of the belfry of Lausanne cathedral, calling out the time from the four 
cardinal points every hour between 10 pm and 2 am. He published works in LE MATIN and COURRIER 
INTERNATIONAL and occupied a whole page in L’HEBDO from 1998. He exhibited at the Angoulême 
Festival in 2005 and the following year launched LE JOURNAL DES GENS AISÉS which ceased 
publication after the second edition. Les Cahiers Dessinés published a collection of his works entitled 
"Regags" in 2012 and another, "Le Mix", in 2013, two particularly fitting titles. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



BISCHOFF 
 
Born in Geneva in 1981, Léonie Bischoff had the good 
fortune to grow up in a family that loved reading, telling 
stories, handicrafts, drawing and kite-flying. Although 
her first ambition was to be Indiana Jones, she turned 
naturally towards comic strip art and set off to explore 
the country of the comic strip. In Brussels she studied at 
the Institut Saint-Luc, where she met the comic strip 
authors who work with her today. Her first stories were 
published by Manolosanctis Publisher in the collective 
works “Phantasmes” and “13m28” and followed by a 
first mini-album, Princesse Suplex, in 2010. She then 
produced “Hoodoo Darlin'”, published in 2013 by 
Casterman. January 2014 will see publication of “La 
Princesse des glaces”, her adaptation of the first volume 
of novels by Swedish author Camilla Lackberg to 
scenarios by Olivier Bocquet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BELGIAN COMIC STRIP CENTER 

The Belgian Comic Strip Center? In the land of Smurfs and Tintin, visitors can 
discover a range of permanent exhibitions, illustrated with original comic strip 
drawings and unique objects. Simultaneously, there are also several temporary 
exhibitions on display. 

The Belgian Comic Strip Center is also the former Waucquez Warehouse, a gem of 
Art Nouveau by grand master Victor Horta (1906). 

  © Daniel Fouss / Belgian Comicscenter 
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